
How to Practice a Song to Really Know It! 

 

 
  

1. SHORT DAILY PRACTICE: Did you know that it is better to practice a song a 
little bit everyday instead of once for a really long time? Short everyday practices 
help you to retain what you have learned while one long practice causes burn 
out, panic, and you end up not being as prepared. Practice the songs daily for 
about 15-30 minutes, 5 days a week. 
 

2. SING THROUGH THE SONG 2-3 TIMES: Work on any problem areas and then 
walk away. No more than 30 min! 
 
 

3. HOW TO PRACTICE EFFECTIVELY IN THE TIME YOU HAVE: 
A. Day 1-3: LEARN THE SONG: Listen and try to sing along with the main 

melody of the song. Have the lyric sheet in front of you as you sing along. 
B. Day 4-5: LEARN THE FRAMEWORK OF THE SONG: Every song has a 

framework that everyone needs to learn. Every song is different! 
1. WHAT IS THE FRAMEWORK? All songs consist of a framework 

such as: starts with an instrumental followed by verse 1, chorus, 
verse 2, chorus (maybe sang twice), bridge, instrumental, back to 
verse 1 and end on a chorus. But another song may have a 
completely different order/framework. They may play the 
instrumental at the beginning not once but twice. They may sing the 
chorus 4 times after verse 1 but only 2 times after verse 2. There 
may be a quick transition from the verse to chorus or it may be 
longer than you think. Make sure you know how the song goes and 
understand its framework. This will help you to come in on time and 
to know where you are going. 

2. TAKING NOTES: As you work through this process you will take 
notes for yourself on your lyric sheet. These notes are for you and 
you only. So if you need a note…make it. If you do not need a 
note…don’t make it.  

3. Step 1 for Practice: Just listen to the song with the lyric sheet in 
front of you and make notes to remind yourself of the framework as 
you listen. You may need to listen to the song a couple of times. 

4. Step 2 for Practice: Ask yourself these questions: As you sing 
along: Are you coming in too early in a specific area? Are you 
singing it differently? Too high on a specific part or too low? Is your 
voice going up when it should go down or going down when it 
should go up? Make a note on your lyric sheet. 

5. Step 3 for Practice: Sing through the song again and focus on 
what you learned. You may have been singing a part wrong, 



coming in at the wrong time, or not knowing where you would be 
going next. You are singing it now with a better understanding of 
the song.  

6. Step 4 for Practice: Identify any problem areas and work them out. 
Do you keep messing up on the same place? Work on just that 
area for a few minutes singing it through a few times. Then sing the 
whole section and see if you get it right. Then try the whole song 
again. Just keep working on it daily in small bits and if you keep 
practicing it will improve.  
 

C. Day 5- and beyond: TRY TO SING WITH JUST THE INSTRUMENTAL: 
If you are singing the melody part and feel like you have the song down, 
try singing it with the instrumental track given. This is where knowing the 
framework of the song really comes in. The music will go and you have to 
come in on time. It’s usually a challenge at first, but it will get easier the 
more you try it. Again, make notes where you mess up so you can work to 
fix it the next time you sing it. Try to improve a little bit more every time 
you sing it. 
 

*The days or timeframe is just a suggestion. If you feel like one step needs more work, 
then take another day working on that step. Go at your own pace.  
 
SINGING A HARMONY PART: (Calling all adults and older kids!)  
 
Are you able to sing one of the given background parts, high or low? Does it fit with your 
voice range better? Most of the kids will likely sing the melody and it would be great if 
some of the older kids and adults could attempt to learn the harmony parts. It really 
sounds beautiful and fills out the song.  
 
LEARNING HARMONY PRACTICE STEPS: 
 
STEP 1: Practice the harmony part of your choice for the next 2 days. Do not sing the 
melody part. Just focus on getting the harmony part down.  
 
STEP 2: Figure out the framework of where the part sings and doesn’t. Don’t be 
surprised if your part sounds like the melody sometimes. These parts typically go in and 
out of harmony and melody. 
 
STEP 3: Once you feel comfortable with your part try singing along to the original track 
(with voices!) to see if you can keep singing your part correctly. Work on this until you 
are able to sing it confidently. You may have to go back to the background track to get 
comfortable again. That’s ok. Once you feel ready try again with the original track. 
 
 
 
 



WHEN YOU THINK YOU ARE PERFECT: 
 
When you feel extremely confident in yourself that you have this song down….test 
yourself. You can do in these ways: 
 

1. RECORD YOURSELF SINGING IT! Then listen to yourself and be your own 
critic. No getting down on yourself allowed. Just listen for places you can improve 
and now you know what to work on.  

2. HAVE A FAMILY MEMBER LISTEN: Ask a very loving family member, who will 
be honest but nice, listen and tell you what needs improving. Then you can work 
on those areas. 

 
SHOULD YOU LEARN THE WHOLE SONG IF THERE ARE SOLO PARTS IN IT? 
 
Yes! When learning the song, sing the whole song. Learn its framework. When we 
rehearse together you will be more prepared to come in when you should, when you 
know the whole song. As you get super comfortable with the song you can sing only 
your parts as you practice at home. 
 
DO I NEED TO LEARN THE SONGS I’M NOT SINGING IN? 
 
No. That would be a waste of your time, and I don’t want to waste anyone’ time. Focus 
your practice time on the songs you are singing only. 
 
SHOULD I FREAK OUT IF I’M STRUGGLING ON A SONG? 
 
Nope! No freak outs allowed! If you are struggling with a song and just can’t get it or 
part of it, its’ too high or too low, you always seem to be flat or sharp, you can’t believe 
you tried to learn a harmony… bring it to rehearsal and talk to Robin. We will get it 
worked out. That’s what rehearsal is for! And I guarantee you won’t be alone. But KEEP 
PRACTICING! It’s amazing in music how you will struggle one day and then the next 
day it comes together. Just keep working at it.  
 
 
BENEFITS OF DAILY PRACTICE: 
 

1. You will automatically memorize the words to the song! 
2. You will be prepared and confident in your part! 
3. You will be able to enjoy praising with the song rather than worried about your 

part. It’s freeing and amazing! 

 

 


